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AD VERTISE MEN. 


T may not be improper to acquaint: 
ſome readers, that the CAs E ani-- 
madverted upon in the following pages, 
made its appearance at the ſitting down 
of the laſt Aſſembly. It is calculated 
to make the members deaf to any o- 
verture for reponing Mr Gilleſpie to 
the office of the miniſtry, and capacity 
of exerciſing that office within the 
church of Scotland. Of that office 
which he then held in the pariſh of 
Carnock, and the hving annexed to 
it, he was deprived by a judgment 
of the General Aſſembly 1752. The 
pariſh of Inverkeithing (which lies 
within the bounds: of his preſbytery) 
becoming vacant, Mr Gilleſpie de- 
elared, that in conſcience he could 
not have an active hand in admitting 
the preſentee to be paſtor of that pariſh, 
in regard the town-councih and great 
* | 


1 
body of the people remonſtrated a- 


gainſt it. This, and this only, was 
the hainous crime. The Aſſembly ap- 


pointed the ſettlement to take place, 
and Mr Gilleſpie to be preſent. He 
ſtill declined; and, to ſay the truth, 
indulgence to the tender conſcience 


could do no harm, for there were 


members of preſbytery who had no 
fcruple; He was however called to 
the bar, and, in the moſt unconſtitu- 
tional, ſummary manner, depoſed, in 
the name and authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, from the office of the holy 


miniſtry, Er. At this memorable 
| - &ra began the deformed monſter to lift 
huis head, that fyſtem and ſpirit of 


deſpotiſm, which, more or leſs, has 
dictated the deciſions of our general 
aſſemblies, and particularly of the laſt 
one, in rejecting the application made, 
by ſome members, to take off that 
moſt e e ber px 
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THE RE v. Dr W—R. 


Edinburgh, July. 18; 17701. 


Kan $66. 


O doubt you bY Fa * the 1 of: 

N your quondam friend Mr Gille- 
ſpie. Whether you are the author, 

as ſome ſay, or furniſhed the materials on- 
ly, according to others, I cannot ſay. 
One thing is certain, that no one was bet · 
ter acquainted with the ſecrets of that eaſe 
than you, having been, in Mr Gilleſpie's- 
younger years, his right truſty, and welk 
beloved counſellor. Be the author who- 
will, he has his own ſhare of gall, and 
ſomewhat of a luxuriant fancy too, who 
could create ſuch a bizarre being as he has: 

; made 


211 
made your friend, ſuch a compoſition of 
the weather-cock and the mule, and that 


in the moſt ſacred things. Nor is the dra- 
pery of this picture, viz. the monkiſh turn, 


the ſolemn gloomy phiz, Oc. &c. a whit 


leſs ludicrous. 


Ir is not my intention to diſprove this 
fatirical hiſtory and deſcription. If falſe, 
Mr Gilleſpie can do himſelf juſtice. Nor 
ſhall I determine upon the prudence of a 
late application to the Aſſembly in his be- 
half. Only it is my opinion, that the 
General Aſſembly, not he, would have 
gained conſiderably in the article of credit, 


by burying far beyond ſight and ſmell, that 


unconſtitutional, deſpotic, and rotten Ten» 
tence; a ſentence in which that convention 
aſſumed a legillative and diſpenſing power, 
and that in more inſtances than one. The 


ſtench of it, you may believe, quickly 
reached London, and was a great nuiſance 


to ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed name of 


the diſſenting intereſt. There are of the 


* and abettors of that deed, Who 
have 


121 
have not forgot, 1 ſuppoſe, that having on 
a time ſet forth that ſentence in the moſt 
inoffenſive light they were capable of, a ce- 
lebrated Diſſenter, whom they had invited. 
to ſpend the evening with them, put an 
end to the ſubject, and them to ſilence, 
with this ſingle remark: Indeed, Bre- 
& thren,” faid the Doctor, upon theſe 
« principles PII juſtify all the ſeverity 
% we Diſſenters met with under the late 
0 * tyrannical 8 | 
| Tax colouring given it by the Caſe- 
writer is ſo ſuperficial and thin, that the 
blackmoor appears a blackmoor ſtill. There 
was no other way, it ſeems, of depriving 
Mr Gilleſpie of the legal benefice. And if 
any law requires or makes it neceſſary to 
pronounce the ſame ſentence upon the 
ſcrupulous though erring conſcience who- 
declines obedience only from fear of ſin- 
ning, and upon the vile adulterer, the ſot- 
tiſh drunkard, or impious ſwearer, who 
wallow i in ſin; ought the honeſt man, or 
an upright judge; to make that law His rule 
in judgment? Ay, but he tells you, that 

| it 


— 
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it was not the ae n as when pro- 
nounced upon the groſsly immoral ; it 
implied no more againſt Mr Gilleſpie, than 
depriving h him of the eſtabliſhment, and 
finding him to be no more a miniſter upon 
it. But ſome perhaps will aſk, Whence 
has our Caſe-writer this authority to com- 
ment ſo contrary to the moſt obvious 


meaning of the words, and to palm the 


gloſs of Orleans upon the world? Why, 
« ſo much may be learned,” ſays he, 


4 from the latter part of the ſentence it- 


« ſelf, and diſcharge you to exerciſe any part 
&« of your office within this church. But 
this is at beſt but a ſorry ſalvo and ſubter- 


fuge. For if the Aſſembly had authority 


from the ſole Head of the church, to de- 
poſe Mr Gilleſpie ; or in other words, if, 
conſonant to the law of Chriſt's kingdom, 
Mr Gilleſpie was found unfit for and un- 
worthy of the miniſterial office in Scotland; 
it muſt be from ſome other authority or 


u than that of Jeſus Chriſt, that Mr Gil- 
leſpie is found worthy of that ſacred 


function in a different part of the globe. 
* 0 
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Nox is this the only point in which I 
think our biographer a lame civilian and 
caſuiſt. At the foot of p. 17. he ſuppoſes 
Mr Gilleſpie reſtored to full communion 
with the miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, - 
independent of her judicatories, fo as he 
could- employ eſtabliſhed miniſters, and. 

& they him, without incurring any cenſure. 
He conſiders this point in its eee 
and conſequences; and finds, that © it 
« makes a moſt groteſque figure, no 5 
« conſiſtent with the principles effential, - 
« to every legal eſtabliſhment.” I ſuſpect 
he has looked through ſome dark lantern 
or diſtorting glaſs, when he made this diſ- 
covery. Has he directed us to any civil, 
ſtatute, eccleſiaſtic canon, or law of holy, 
writ, forbidding the miniſters of Chriſt, 
who are altogether one in his faith and 
worſhip, occaſionally to hold communion 
with, and preach for one another? Has he 
attempted to ſhew, what ſhadow of harm 
this would do to an eftabliſhment, or which 
of its principles it is repugnant to? He 
does not pretend to it; but contents him» 
ſelf 


* 
- 


3 — — 


| ance, or bigotry _ Wer mo- 


and hatred, as that brethren living in ſack 


Eu 


elf with informing us, that a late Aﬀembly 


prokivited any ſuch communion in the 
caſe of Mr Baine. That is matter of fact, 
though very little to his purpoſe, as it is 


meanly begging the queſtion. That irre · 
gular, ill · founded ſentence breathed indeed 


the genuine ſpirit of the times; but is as 
diſtant from the laws of the New Teſta 
ment, the ſpirit and conſtitution of a Prote- 
ſtant church, and of the church of Scotland 
in particular, as tyranny is from forbear- 


ion. 


T'? . : 1 | £ y 


'n vr thongh be 4 has not told us how 


ſuch communion wounds or weakens an 
_ eſtabliſhment, or how it interferes with its 


eſſential principles; yet, to his warped i- 
magination, it appears ſome how a med- 


ley till, productive of diſcord, confuſion, 
and what not. ——As well might he ſay, 


that light and love bring forth darkneſs 


unity, and doing kind offices to one an- 


_ 6ther, can be the parent of contention and 
| Arife. If he only means, that, from the 


folly 


Lu 
betty and corruption of mankind, this fa 
ecred fellowſhip may be the occaſion of 
kindling a fire and diſputes, and therefore 
ſhould be ſuppreſſed; upon the ſame prin- 
ciple, Chriſtianity itſelf will CORE; 
and n out of the world. 

13 HAVE eben winded why. our e- 
ſtabliſhed clergy were ſo ſhy of pulpit-in- · 
tercourſe with non“ eſtabliſned brethren, ' 

though truly one with them in religious 
ſentiments, complexion, and charafter. — | 
In a late converſation upon this ſubject, 
I ſuſpect, faid one of the company, 
« it may be owing to an unlucky diſco- 
et very made a few years ago by an humo- 
« rous writer, and adopted by not a few 
cc into their creed, viz. That the church 
« and kingdom of Chriſt is the 8 TI. 
e PEND.” Admitting this maxim to 
be ſelf-evident, I do not ſee, that the 


communion which I plead for can give 


juſt ground of alarm. There is no 
civil ſtatute as yet, which decrees that 
this brotherly correſpondence ſhall weak 
en one's title to teind or vicarage, or infer 
B hd 


5 a 

* 1 * 1 

1 #be; farfeiture of a ſixpence of either. 
Nor haye I met with any law or ſtatute of 
i the kingdom of Chriſt, making ſuch fel- 
4 lowſhip. criminal, merely becauſe ſome ſer- 
{ vants in his houſe have their living by a 
| 1x legal ſettlement, others by contribution of 
the flock of whom they have the paſto- 
118 ral care. And therefore to me it is yet 

2. problem, how this occaſional commu- 
nion is inconſiſtent with the — 

9 eſſential to un legal bee ee 5 


i ＋ o do zu en den to our ee 
| | | amidſt all his tremor for the eſtabliſtiment, 
he confeſſes, p. 18. that a Relief brother 
1 Preaching in che Tolbooth church, and 
an eſtabliſhed; brother in à Relief, pulpit, 
, may. have, at ſirſt light, a friendly and 
« charitable aſpect. And I will preſume 
to add, that upon 2 fecand light, or, if | 
you; pleaſe, an hundred attentive; fights af 
it, to every unprejudiced mind, it muſt. 
| appear to be acting quite in character as 
| miniſters of-Jeſus Chriſt. There is as little 
| harm from this to our eſtabliſhment, and 
| as much eee in pe of charac» 
| 5 — 8 5 | ter, 


L 8 7 

ter, as if you were to ſuppoſe one Tol 
booth · church brother waiting punctually 
upon the miniſtrations of Mr — - 
W——y, on Lord's days too, and while 
joining in worltap,” the very mirror of 
_ celeſtial devotion, in teſtimony no doubt 
of the ſoundneſs of the preacher's faith, 
and being harmonious with himſelf in 
creed and confeſſion. Or if you were to 
ſuppoſe another Tolbooth- church brother 
(both the reputed ſtandards of ſtrictneſs, 
orthodoxy, and order) attending upon and 
giving a kind of ſanction to the ſervice of 
the church of England. Ceremonies and 
rites, we know, are eſſential to the eſta» 
bliſhment on the other {ide of Tweed, but 
they would be the annihilation of ours. 
And has Rome now got herſelf waſhed ſo 
clean from blood and filthineſs, that the 
remoteſt mimicry of her gives no alarm, 
mimicry of her vigils, confeſſions, faſts, 
abſtinences, Gr. c.? Or is it the Preſbpy- 
tery of Relief _ * is * "I 
and A . 


Bor our author finds another diſſieulty 
B 2 in 


* — 
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— enter wit wei 
bytery, viz." If it took place, it might 


hurt Mr. Gilleſpie and his hearers. Can- 
did, benevolent man! How pleaſant is ſuck 
charity and concern from à certain quar- 
ter! Nay, though Mr Gilleſpie embraced 
the ſcheme, he ſuſpects it might offend his 
brethren. It is a queſtion,” fays he, 
« —whether his brethren of the Preſbyte 


ry of Relief will follow his example,” 


But why does he heſitate here? Is not the 
principle of the Preſbytery of Relief upon 
this point well known? Does not their 
practice entirely correſpond with it, and 


declare that they can and freely do hold 
communion with miniſters and Chriſtians. 
of the eftablithed church? for they love 


and honour them * in the Lord. 


AFTER ſack. a profeſſion of regard and: 
tenderneſs for the Preſbytery of Relief, 


could you think that he would vilify them 


in the manner he has done? Thoſe of that 


- *kidney, and ſuch like phraſes, are ſometimes. 
his ſtyle. Glorying is ſeldom good; but 


were they diſpoſed de compare and retali- 
_ ate, 


E I 

ate they could point out 4 4idney with. 
Fhom communion would do one little ho- 
nour. One depoſed by his Synod, another 
convicted before his Preſbytery of very 
ugly crimes, and retaining the character 
ſtill of nuniſters of the church of Scot- 
land; excuſed indeed from work, but diſ- 
miſſed with a viaticum, or, as ſome call it, 
a premium for life. To theſe they could 
add a ponderous probationer, whoſe licence 
to preach' the goſpel is yet entire and un- 
touched, to the 1 of the ys 
and offence of n. 


| Bor to recriminate is not to argue or 
convince; ; and therefore I ſhall proceed to 
the Caſe-writer's laſt charge againſt the 
Preſbytery of Relief. . 24. Their 
pernicious meaſures,” ſays he, © plots, 
and ſchemes, over the whole kingdom, 
«©. fo far as their influence can go.“ There 
is nothing eaſier, to the unguarded tongue 
or malevolent pen, than to libel. To keep 
in generals is unfair. Our author has not 

ſpecified, By tha meaſures which he re- 
| Þ.3- * 


ts 1 
proaches, I fuppoſe, he means the ſettſing 
of miniſters in different parts of the coun» 
try. But let me aſk, To whom is this 
pernicious? Not, I traſt, to any worthy 


miniſter of the church of Scotland, who. 


knows her conſtitution, and his own cha- 
racter, and with ſome dignity ſupports 


both. The Preſbytery of Relief, like any 


other fociety, may and do err; but if I 


am well informed, they are reſolved a- 


gainſt the incendiary ſpirit, and not to 


Eindle little diſguſts into a flame, or weak - 


en faithful hands. Nay, their principles 


permit them, and they can chearfully em- 
Ploy any little influence they have, to for- 
ward comfortable ſettlements * the 

eſtabliſhment. . L e bd; 


On Jew this ite mean to fmt. 


that the Preſbytery have any plot againſt 
our excellent civil conſtitution ?*Tis ſearce. 
ly eredible ; and for one very good reaſon, . 

that though he does mean ſo, there is not 
2 man of common ſenſe in the Kingdom | 
who would believe him. (Uh T8 


4 0 


Put 


15 - | 


Tur my Ebene, it is tru, 
Finn thwart and expoſe the pride and 
power of churchmen, whoſe wanton and 


unneceſſary ſeverities are laying waſte our 
native country, and, with equal rapidity 
and baneful influence, extinguiſhing reli- 
gion and morals. it; and, by caſting the 
d dium of their own tyrannicał deeds upon 
the laws of the land, prejudice many thou- 
ſands againſt our valuable conſtitution, 
and extinguiſh that very warm regard for 
and attachment to our illuſtrious reigning . 
P—e and family, for-which the miniſters 
of the goſpel in Scotland, and the people 
once under their care, but now driven a- 
"—_ were: moſt MN ED TE 093 


* and every nerve Has bers 
racked to block up the avenues of intelli- 
gence to civil government, and to prevent 
its ſeeing the carnage which church - vio- 
lence is making in our country; but the 
land in every corner is a mournful witneſs, 
| ny _—_— it. The deciſions of laſt 

22 | A 1 


Juſt ready to be ſhipped off from the: eſta- 


H 20 

Aſſembly furniſh a glaring proof. Three 
Eontroverted ſettlements came before them, 
which, by their authority and ſentence, 
Will, it is likely, be effected in favour of 
the preſentees. In theſe three pariſhes, I 
am told, there are well nigh to ten thou- 


ſand people. But of theſe the poor unhap- 
Py men (for paſtors I can ſcarcely call them) 
Rave not, as appears from their calls, twice 
ten within the pariſhes to attend upon or 


reap beneſit from their miniſtry. Theſe 


are heroic deeds, becoming the gravity 
and gray hairs of the chairman, and his 
aſſociates in church -· power. Some former 
Aſſemblies, with a culpable kind of cau- 


tion and timidit y, dealt only in ſmall par- 


cels; but the Aſſembly 1779, animated 
with laudable zeal for the kirk of Scot- 


fand, their King and country, have great- 


.ly extended their trade. As a convincing, 
evidence of it, there is upon the quay, and 


liſhed church of Scotland, a cargo of nine 
chouſand ſouls. Where they wer und or 


ade, time 9 Will explain. 
45 


£ = 1 
1 it 


"tate: ths Hind mhdcas the: egos 
now judge and fay, if ſuch abuſe muſt 
not diſguſt. Does it not manifeſtly tend 
to alienate from church and ſtate? Or 
do our kirk - rulers indeed think, that 
the heritors, elders, and people of Scot- 
land have funk into ſuch ſtupidity as to 
believe, that there is no more regard 
due to them in calling their paſtors, 
than to the broom or bramhle that 
grows in the pariſh ? In very deed lit- 
tle more reſpect has been paid them of 
late 1 our Aﬀemblies. 


TA ESE : neat . with : 
2 witneſs. It afflicts the Preſbytery of 
Relief, chat they can do nothing in pre- 
vention of them, and ſo little in the 
way of remedy. In applying the re- 
medy, no doubt, they may commit mii. 
takes. He ſhall be accounted a friend 
who points out the error, and ſets them 
right. At the ſame time; no man, 1 
apprehend, ought to condemn the Pref- 
___ bytery's. 


2 J 

bytery's plan by wholeſale, but he whoſe 
n is epnipoſec)of- the bes following 
ee vir. 1 


* 37 
ts of 4 . 


47 he of b Jens Chriſt is 

of very” little benefit to mankind, 
and that another Solpel will do the 
en hen as wee” 


e 4 


— 
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ALTHoven a paſtor entering im 
ff violently upon a pariſh, with glaring - 
marks of falſehood and diſhoneſty 
upon him, is juſtly odious to the 
people, yet may he promote their 
beſt intereſts by haranguing before 
1250 empty galleries and pews, as well 
2 if he preached, every Lord's day, 
to a ſerious attentive audience. 


— . * . 7 * 
— * — 4 


* 
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__ Hx who can diveſt theſe ticles," and 

| adopt them as his faith, muſt condemn 

the Preſbytery of Relief as a pernicious 
* At preſent L am an infidel with 

regard 


rr 


1 


regard to the above propoſitions; ; at the 
lame time, 


Rx v. SIR, 


Reſpectfully yours, 


J. B. 


